Come, sing a song of harvest, of thanks for daily food!
To offer God the first fruits is old as gratitude.
Dear Friends,
November is the time for putting the garden to bed and buttoning up the
house for winter. It is a time for ‘taking stock’, for ‘tallying up’. Ears of
corn? Pounds of squash? And exactly how many tomatoes did the garden
produce this year? “The way life should be” here in Maine is blessed with
abundance, and November is a good month to count these blessings. As we
look around at the bushels of apples, fields of pumpkins and tubs of vibrant
yellow chrysanthemums, we begin all over again to understand the
relationship between all God has provided for us and our responsibility of
distribution. We strive to share the overabundance with which we have been
blessed. John Hackney asked before worship if anyone needs extra beets or
tomatillos! Julia Hathaway asked everyone to come to the Community
Gardens and take whatever anyone could use before the frost comes! This
leveling relationship between abundance and distribution is how we co-create
the just and compassionate world known as the Realm of God.
Blessed to be a blessing! is the focus of CUF’s Stewardship Program this
fall. For three weeks, we will be talking about money. Only three weeks?
This is particularly astounding for two reasons. First, of all the topics and
themes in the Bible, by far the most prevalent is . . . money. Secondly, the
people of CUF are incredibly generous. You are aware of the needs in our
community and throughout the world, and you respond accordingly. The
gracious generosity of this congregation as it strives to share and distribute
its abundance serves as a beacon of “how life should be”.
This year, we will have three speakers for our Consecration Sunday on
November 16th. Johanna Szillery is Chair of our Board of Deacons and
leads CUF’s Social Justice Team. An avid runner, Johanna is a Certified Soil
Scientist working for CES in Brewer. Brian McGill is a CUF Trustee and
Sunday School teacher. Brian is Assistant Professor of Ecological Modeling
in the School of Biology and Ecology at the University of Maine. Shelley
Gilman sings in the choir and is a member of CUF’s Worship Team.
Shelley is a Registered Nurse working in obstetrics at Eastern Maine Medical
Center and as the Veazie School Nurse.
As we ‘take stock’ of the beauty and abundance that surrounds each of us,
this is the month we also ‘take stock’ of how much we will gratefully share
with others in 2015 through our beloved Church of Universal Fellowship.
Your monetary commitment to your faith community is of vital and Biblical
importance to being a Christian.

And lest the world go hungry while we ourselves are fed,
make each of us more ready to share our daily bread.
See you in church,
Lorna
The Reverend Lornagrace Grenfell
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Around CUF . . .
Over 50 people attended the dedication at Brownie’s Park
of artist Ray Carbone’s bird-wing sculpture honoring Sally
Jacobs—including Sally’s two daughters Stephanie and
Jenny and their families!... Our worship has recently
included readings from A New New Testament--a copy is
available in the CUF Library!... CUF sent $700 last month
to the Orono Community Gardens—thanks to Deb Blease
and Deb Averill’s sale of yummy foods at the Orono Festival
and thanks to the CUF offering plate donations during
September!... Thank you to Linda Woodward for the
lovely ‘mums at our front door!...
Leah Vetelino made
grand Pumpkin Cookies for Coffee Hour!... Artist Rob
Shetterly and Truth and Reconciliation Commission cofounder Esther Attean gave us an inspiring message in
worship about the Wabanaki-REACH program!... Thanks
to Cathy Marquez and the Orono Health Association and
volunteers, the school Back Pack Program in Orono is up
and running!... Alliance enjoyed a wonderful presentation
by Jan Coates about the nonprofit Island Readers & Writers
program which serves the outer islands and Washington
County!...
Home from NYC to play with the Bangor
Symphony, Simon Bilyk and his violin blessed us with Abide
With Me in worship!... Steffi, Irene, John, John, Sue, and
Lorna all attended Ed Brazee’s initial three-day Boomer
Tech workshop!... Ten CUF women had Tea with Marquita
and enjoyed a full report of CUF’s Orono to Africa projects
in Malawi!... Fourteen people attended CUF’s Sunday
School Teacher Training!... Our Young Adults With Pizzazz
have presented us with two fabulous skits about saving
energy!
Well done GreenPants, SmartyPants and
VampirePants! We will never again leave an appliance
plugged in!... Carolyn and Marion Hopkins led a lively
“Making Connections” Discussion after worship on the 26th.
12 worshipers now know each other a bit better!

Abundant October Gratitude to . . .
 The Reverend Darren Morgan for gifting CUF with a
brand new power point projector!
 Pamela Grenfell Smith, poet and liturgist, for the
beautiful words of the Narrative Communion Service
on October 5th and to the five readers: Mark Baker
(The Worshiper), Rachel Dobbs (The Choir Member),
Brian McGill (The Scholar), Johanna Szillery (The
Body), and Jessie Walker (The Voice of God)! Copies of
the service are available in the Gathering Place.
 Dewey and Emily Hasbrouck, owners of Moe’s BBQ,
for catering and donating the dinner for 85 people on
October 28th! All ticket sales went to the MaineWabanaki REACH project!

Cards of love and encouragement to
Russ Bodwell
9 Alumni Drive Orono ME 04473
Elizabeth Buck
191 Bennoch Road Orono ME 04473
Anne Mawhinney
7 Spearin Drive Orono ME 04473
Joanne Scontras
24 Kettle Cove Road
Cape Elizabeth ME 04107
Sandra Warner
Winterberry Heights Rm 206
932 Ohio St. Bangor ME 04401
Our church strives to accommodate all who
come to worship with us. If you need help,
please ask.
We are glad you are here!
~The handicap entrance/exit is through the
Gathering Place doors.
~A wheelchair is available.
~Large print hymnals are available.
~Hearing devices are available.
~The elevator to all three floors is in the
hallway outside the Gathering Place.
~The worship service can be heard upstairs
in The MacKenzie Room, next door in The
Gathering Place and downstairs in the
Vestry. Again, welcome to worship!

? Who ? Who ? Who ? Who ?
How well do you know your church family?
Each month, the WIND asks a question about
someone in our congregation. See if you can
find the answer before it is published the
following month!
Ask around! Talk to people!
Here is the November challenge!
What CUF couple has participated in The
Laying of the Wreaths at Arlington
Cemetery for the past two years?
October Challenge:
What CUFer is halfway through reading the
three-volume History of the World by Susan
Wise Bauer?
Answer: Willow Divine
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The Church of
Universal Fellowship
. . . a house for all people
82 Main Street
Orono, Maine 04473
207.866.3655
cuf82@myfairpoint.net

Blessed to be
a blessing.

Consecration Sunday Is Coming!

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the
money Christians give to their churches merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see
financial contributions as the way givers grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their
church's mission and ministry with a percentage of their income. Therefore, the Trustees have again
chosen the Consecration Sunday Program as the best way to present the biblical and spiritual principles of
generous giving. Our emphasis this year will be Blessed to be a blessing! We are again delighted that our
guest speakers will be members of our own church family: Johanna Szillery. Brian McGill and Shelley
Gilman!
Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or
her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people
like members of an organization who should pay dues, our church treats people like followers of God who
want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. Consecration Sunday encourages people toward
proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God
calling me to give?” During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we will ask our attendees and
members to make their annual financial commitments for the year 2015 for our church's worship, education
and mission ministries carried out through its presence here in the Greater Bangor area. Every attendee
and member who completes an Estimate of Giving/Pledge Card does so voluntarily while attending
morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We also urge people who feel strongly opposed to completing a
card to attend the Consecration Sunday worship service and luncheon. The commitments are made in such
a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a Pledge Card. We will
do no home solicitation to ask people to fill out a Pledge Card. During morning worship, our guest leaders,
Johanna, Brian and Shelley, will conduct a period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members
making their commitments as a confidential act of worship.
We will encourage participation in
Consecration Sunday events through the Trustees and others who fill leadership positions in our church.
Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to
inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship.
Consecration Sunday is
November 16th! Please mark your calendars now and plan to be with us for worship and for our
Celebration Luncheon!
Thank you in advance for your enthusiastic participation in these events!
Irene K. von Hoffmann, President, Board of Trustees, Church of Universal Fellowship
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Church of Universal Fellowship
Our Ministry Plan for 2014 Supported by Our Financial Gifts
January – December 2014 Operating Budget

$242,726

Pledged income for this period totals $191,922. In order to complete the work we planned to do this year,
we expect to receive $18,352 from sources other than pledges such as special gifts, donations for use of
the building, and $32,452 taken from investment accounts.

Outreach to Local Community

$28,027

Through providing meeting space, your gifts support the work of organizations such as Children's
International Summer Village, Orono Health Association, the American Red Cross, Orono Public Schools,
Operation Breaking Stereotypes, Stillwater Community Arts, Women of the World, and many other local,
community-building organizations. Our minister, staff and singers visit community residents, retirement
villages, nursing homes, hospitals, and participate in community programs.

Spiritual Formation: Children, Youth, Adults

$46,287

Under the leadership of our Minister, our Religious Education, Sunday School and Youth Group leaders,
and the Spiritual Growth and Adult Education Teams of the Board of Deacons, CUF has developed an
excellent education program for all ages. Your gifts support staffing, curriculum materials and supplies,
Bible study classes, spiritual enrichment classes, and forums on current issues.

Ministry of Worship

$86,979

Worship is central to our congregation's life. Planning for Sunday services, preparing sermons,
conducting weddings, funerals, and special services requires much of our minister's time. Our Directors of
Choirs and our Organist consult with the Minister, select music, plan and conduct rehearsals of choirs, and
inspire us week after week with their praise of God. Our Office Administrator prepares bulletins and notice
sheets for services.

Care of Our Church Family

$40,943

Ministerial care is a vital part of our work, especially for persons who are ill, hospitalized, bereaved,
preparing for marriage, going through divorce, or facing a crisis. Our Office Administrator provides
information, scheduling, and financial accounting services, prepares reports for the annual meeting,
produces our monthly newsletter, our annual directory, and coordinates the calendar of our very busy
church family.

Care of God's House of Worship

$40,491

Our gifts pay the cost of custodial care for our extensive facility as well as the cost of its operation and
maintenance, including utilities, insurance, and upkeep. Our spending plan includes money to help us
better care for our building, which continues to be a beacon of cooperation, learning and understanding in
our community.

..A Note from the Treasurer:
Our budgeted pledges for the year were $191,922 and through the 15th of October, we have
received $153,852, which is 80 % of the budgeted amount. I would like to remind everyone to
keep their pledges coming in. Operating expenses are right on track – so we’re doing very well so
far this year!
Enjoy your holidays and may God Bless You! Kathy Barry, CUF Treasurer
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YAWP Update!
It feels like the school year and YAWP have just begun
for another year, but here we are with the holidays right
around the corner. Our small but steadfast youth group,
YAWP, has found new ways to keep busy. Now we have
always been pretty passionate about the environment and
we all try to be good stewards of the planet, but
sometimes we all need a little refresher. This year
YAWP wanted to find creative ways to remind us how
important it is to “think green.” This, of course, means
theater.
YAWP will occasionally present short, slightly scripted
(and even less predictable) skits that focus on small
things we all can do for the environment that collectively
can make a significant difference. One of our first skits
featured “Captain Greenpants” reminding us that by
choosing to walk short trips rather than drive, we not only
save gas, but cut back on carbon emissions.
YAWP will have more lessons and skits throughout the
school year, and we’ll be doing other things to “greenup” the CUF community. We also will be exploring
ways to learn a little bit more about the people that make
up this great community and to share some of our
stories… but we will have more about that later. Until
then, enjoy fall and keep an eye out for the further
adventures of Captain Greenpants and our Young People
With Pizzazz!!
Captain Greenpants extolling her Green Gospel!

~Sam Kunz (YAWP co-leader)

Join us on Saturday, November 8, 4-6 pm for Messy Church!, a family friendly time
of worship, crafts, and a light supper. This month we will be exploring the parable of
the Prodigal Son.
Advent Workshop: Sunday, December 7, from 12:00 - 2:30 pm in the Vestry
Join us for our annual Advent Workshop. Bring a lunch or grab a bite quickly and come back to
enjoy our many activities: wreath making, cookie decorating, ornament creating, origami, beads,
candle holders, and more.
Thanks to Rick and Jill Gilman for providing the greens, and to Woody Carville for cutting and
collecting them.
V.I.P. (Very Involved Parishioner) Survey
Completed V.I.P. surveys can be left in the wall-mounted bin marked "VIP Survey" outside the
CUF office. If you did not receive a survey or have misplaced it please take an extra copy from
the wall organizer in the Gathering Place.
Thank you for participating in the survey!
Stefanie Egenhofer, Lay Ministries Coordinator
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Address Changes
Dee Virtue
9 Alumni Drive
Apt 235 P
Orono, ME 04473
Abigail Curtis
PO Box 815
Belfast, ME 04915-0815
Jane Neptune
129 Frenchs Mill Rd
Sangerville, ME 04479-3534

Alliance
Tuesday, Nov. 11 at noon
in the Gathering Place
Members will bring a brown bag lunch
then enjoy dessert and beverage
provided by the hospitality committee.
Our speaker will be Gina Berrera,
Recreation Director at Orono Commons.
She will come with a list of residents
who may not be remembered this
Christmas. As in the past several years
she will provide 3 gift suggestions for
each resident to help us choose an
appropriate gift. Gina will tell us about
her work and answer questions.
After the program we will have a
business meeting to finalize plans for the
preparation and delivery of our
Thanksgiving Baskets to members of our
community.

DVDs wanted: the
church is starting a
collection of DVDs that
would be of interest to
members. If you have
DVDs you no longer
want, please drop them
off at the church office or the church library
(2nd floor). Lorna has already started the
collection by donating The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel, which drew over 20 viewers
at Septembers movie night.
Sign out sheet: There is now a sign out
sheet in the library on a clipboard, with a
place for your name and the item you are
borrowing. When you borrow something,
please fill this out so we can know where
things are if we need them, then just cross
the line out when you return the item.
Thanks!
Gospel Readings for November 2014
November 2:
Matthew 23:1-12
November 9:
Matthew 25:1-13
November 16:
Matthew 25:14-30
November 23
Matthew 25:31-46
Thanksgiving Sunday
November 30:
Matthew 13:24-37
First Sunday of Advent

Friday Book Night
7:00 pm Gathering Place
November 7: Spirit of Fire: The Life and
Vision of Teilhard de Chardin by Ursula
King host: Rev. Lorna Grenfell
December 5: Ordinary Grace by William
Kent Kruegar; host: Susan Heath
State of Grace Women’s Book Group
5:30 pm Gathering Place
Come join us. Call Johanna Szillery at 8274172 for more information.
Nov. 17 - Silent Spring by Rachel Carson
Dec. 15 – Bossypants by Tina Fey
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Report from Director of Children and Youth Ministries
We have been having a great year so far in our Children and Youth programs! Our nursery children
have been learning to explore and appreciate God’s world through their five senses, our Elementary
Children have been learning about Judaism, Jesus of Nazareth and life in 1st century Palestine and our
YAWPers have been educating us all about various ways in which we can go Green and decrease our
carbon footprint on the Earth.
Our teacher training on Sept 28th was a big success with 14 people in attendance. Thanks to all who
attended and to Barbara Turner for organizing the food and Anna Ellis for providing the babysitting.
One important point which came out of the safety part of that training was the need to educate the
adults in the congregation about the fire evacuation plan for our K-12 programs.
In the event of a fire alarm, the children will exit the Religious Education rooms along with
their teachers. Parents should not come to the RE rooms in search of their children. The
nursery and elementary classrooms will exit together through the nursery fire door so that
there will be plenty of adults available to help with small children. The children and their
teachers will walk across Juniper St. and up Main St. to the parking lot of Alpenglow Sports
(the building is green with a sign out front, at 92 Main St.). Parents and caregivers can reunite
with their children at Alpenglow.
Please be sure your children have shoes or slippers on at all times at church since we will not be able
to go upstairs in search of shoes in the case of a fire drill.
We thank you for your cooperation in this important safety matter.
And we thank you for sharing your wonderful children with us!
Blessings,
Sarah Marx McGill
Mystery Friends is back!
Mystery Friends is one way we try to get the different
generations in the church to better know each other. Each year,
we match a youth mystery friend with an adult mystery friend
and they write each other using code names. Then there is a
grand unveiling where you get to meet your mystery friend in
February. If you are interested in participating this year, please
sign up by filling out the forms and placing them in the mystery friend box outside the office.
Alternatively, you can call (866-8615) or email (mail@brianmcgill.rog) Brian McGill. Sign up will run
until November 23rd. We have had youth as young as 4 participate (with parental help). We will start
writing the weekend after Thanksgiving (i.e. December 7). And the grand unveiling party will be
February 8, after church. Depending on the number of children who sign up this year, we may also
try matching adults across the generations as well. Please remember that as part of our Safe Church
policy we ask that parents or guardians read all letters to children.

Movie Night! Dessert Buffet!
All are welcome! Our host this month is Thomas Griffith
We will gather in the Mackenzie Room at 6:30 on Friday, November 21.
A documentary that examines the widening income inequality in the U.S. will be
presented by American economist, author, and professor Robert Reich.
It is sobering and thoughtful.

ChU
ChUrch of Universal Fellowship
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Adult EducatioN ---- Fall 2014
All are welcome to all programs and events!
November 7, Friday at 7:00 in the Gathering Place: Friday Book Group: Spirit of Fire: The Life
and Vision of Teilhard de Chardin by Ursula King, Host: Lorna Grenfell
November 9, Sunday #12:10 in the Library: Who is Theologian Barbara Brown Taylor? Host:
Emily Taylor
November 17, Monday at 5:30 in the Gathering Place: State of Grace Women’s Book Group:
Silent Spring by Rachel Carson, Host: Johanna Szillery
November 21, Friday at 6:30 pm in the MacKenzie Room: Movie & Dessert! A documentary
that examines the widening income inequality in the U.S. will be presented by American
economist, author, and professor Robert Reich. Sobering and thoughtful. Host: Thomas
Griffith
December 5, Friday at 7:00 in the Gathering Place: Friday Book Group: Ordinary Grace by
William Kent Kruegar, Host: Susan Heath
December 7, Sunday, #12:10 in the Vestry: Advent Workshop! All welcome! Bring a lunch
and come to make Christmas crafts and wreaths!
December 15, Monday, at 5:30 in the Gathering Place: State of Grace Women’s Book Group:
Bossypants by Tina Fey, Host: Johanna Szillery

Hospitality and Greeting Schedule
Hospitality (refreshments)

Greeting

Nov 9
Nov 16
Nov 23
Nov 30

Trudy and Wendall Tremblay
Consecration Sunday
Shelley Gilman and Judy Kuhns-Hastings
Hospitality Training

June Fiske and Stefanie Egenhofer
Irene von Hoffmann and John McCormack
Judy and Jesse Perkins-Walker
Connie Carter and Ed Brazee

Dec 7
Dec 14
Dec 21
Dec 28

Janet and Mark Bilyk
Stephen Burnham and David Cox
Alida Coates and Stefanie Egenhofer
Hospitality Training

Susan and Fred Heath
Sandra Caron
Ginny and Bob Gallant
Alida and Don Coates

Jan 4

Rachel Dobbs and Raechelle Edmiston-Cyr Ginny and John Hackney

If you do have to change dates, be sure to call the church office and let Linda know (#866-3655) This will
allow for any changes to be included in Sunday’s bulletin.

October 16, 2014
Dear Lorna,
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The passage of time and gradual deterioration in my health compel me to ease
back on my activities. I find myself unable to continue to serve dependably as an usher.
Serving as an usher for the Church of Universal Fellowship has been my privilege
and pleasure for nearly ten years. Ushering seems to me a young person’s job most
frequently performed by an elderly parishioner. But time has come for me to pass the
mantle to another. Until that blessed person has been found, I will continue to serve to
the extent I am able.
You and the church have served me far better than I have served you. For
allowing and challenging me to serve, I am grateful. I think of you and all the church
people who have contributed to making this such a wonderful experience. May the
Lord continue to bless you.
Sincerely,
Carl Gridley
And from the Deacons:
***If anybody is interested in becoming a co-head usher with Claude Westfall and Alma
Homola, please contact the church office 866-3655. Thank you.

...from the Commissioned Minister
“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank my God for you
because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Cor. 3,4) I open with Paul's words because I daily give
thanks for you and want to share Paul's blessing with you. Thanks again for your much appreciated prayers
and best wishes for my good health. I dropped my extra-curricular activities of volunteering to better care
for my health.
Although I was awake at 4:23am on Wednesday 10/8 to see the colorful lunar eclipse, I was greeted
with an early fog followed by an electrical storm. We celebrated my 79th birthday at the MVH the prior
weekend when I was presented with a beautiful card signed by residents and co-workers. I brought in a
box of mini Eclairs for folks to enjoy with their coffee or tea. I was called in to work extra days at the
Home several times during October. During these two months we lost several residents who made their
transition to spirit. It seems like every month we lose from two to four people. I am grateful that during
these times I can make myself available to anoint them with holy oil blessed at St. Anne de Beaupre's in
Quebec, to talk with them, and to pray with them or their family. This month, we featured the film,
“Second Chances”, a wonderful film with a beautiful message.
In mid-October we dedicated the organ and piano at the No. Montville Baptist Church. I stood with
other ministers as we each shared some thoughts about music during this historic event.
A special word of thanks to each and every one including my son Nick, for being you for
contributing to my healing. I wish you a blessed thanksgiving day as we give thanks to God, for God's
blessings in our lives, for each other and for the blessings we quietly name in our hearts.
Anne Borreggine, Commissioned for Ministry to Older Persons
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Orono to Africa:
The proceeds from CUF’s Church Picnic last June made a big difference for children in Malawi!
See the thank you letter below from Marquita Hill. Thank you again to Moe’s BBQ for donating
the food and to Alida and Don Coates for the fabulous Anniversary Cake!
Dear Friends,
On behalf of the people in Othakarhaka (OK) in Malawi, I want to express my gratitude for the gift
of $1200 from the Church of Universal Fellowship.
It comes at a particulary opportune time. I had accumulated the funds from friends and from
myself for 500(!) new recipient farmers starting in the rainy season in November. Just imagine
that about $35 is all it takes to boost a small farmer into food self sufficiency. And their harvests
are big enough not just to feed the family but to sell part and use the money to buy the
agricultural inputs for the following season(plus pay for other needs). Being able to do 500
farmers made me happy, but meanwhile something else happened as described below.
Last year OK started school scholarships for orphans who passed the exams qualifying them to
attend. Secondary school costs about $90 a year per student. Last year, Betty Ingraham
decided that (with her family) she would fund the four–year education of all nine of the orphans
elegible last year for seconday school. I met with those young people when I was in Malawi this
August, and was so impressed with and happy about them and so glad they could have those
critical four more years of education.
THEN, just a couple of weeks ago I found out that sixteen orphans within the OK’s ten villages
had passed the qualifying exams this year. Betty and her family had already paid the fees for the
second year of last year’s nine students, plus two more this year. I decided to pay for at least two
more. I started worrying about the other twelve students, because it felt so important to include
them all. Just then – literally, just then – I received your letter with the $1,200. It became
possible to fund all sixteen students for this academic year.
So I am very happy. So are the 16 new students and their guardians (who could not themselves
pay for the education). And Ida, who is OK’s founder, is also happy as are OK’s Board of
Directors. So with so much happiness, perhaps you felt it even from afar.
To ice the cake, a friend decided to provide money to give each of the (now 25) students
something to eat each school day. That truly is a big deal for these youngsters.
Also, I believe I already memtioned to you that we started a tailoring program this year. That is
another story.
ALL the work in Malawi is being done by OK’s volunteers. What’s more they are happy to do it.
And I am happy to do my part.
I plan to visit Maine the last week of October and would be glad to speak at any time that I am
here. I’ll let you know my schedule as soon as I have it.
Again, with many thanks and warm regards,
Marquita K. Hill
1014 Highland Circle
Blacksburg, VA 24060-5617
Email:hillmkh@comcast.net tel: 540-061-0868l: 540-061-0868
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